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Remembering One Who Touched Lives

Trooper Paul Butterfleld's service sets a lasting memory and legacy, and will not be forgotten,

by Rep. Ray Franz

Community contributor

here ure times und events
that touch the hearts,
mind and soul of 2
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they are for happy occasions or
accomplishments, but sometimes
they are sad, The latter is the case
for the trugic deuth of Trooper
Puul K. Butterfield.

Trooper Butterficld wus une of thuse
fumilipr, pleusant lucos tha regularly
Tousnured our community thut we were
sufc and protocted, His calm demiidnor
and always friendly smile were what
people counted on and felt very comfort.
able with. [ know he mado ine feel thut
way,

A a firefighter and medicul first
rusponder, [ had the opportunity 10 work
with Trooper Butterfield while he was
stationed in Manistee County so we
often vrossed paths at weeldent seenes
und on medicul einergencies, He, like all
of his fellow troopers, was ulways culm,
undur control, cooperative und help-
ful. He made sure we had the space to
do our job while he went about his, We
also ulways knew thm he hud our bucks
That's what professionals do. They make
their exacting work look simple. ensy
und routing,

When wo met away Lrom emergency
citlls, Paul was alwiys quick with that
beaming smile and made me and others
feel like wo were the best of [riends. 1
think that is a carry over of his love of
animals, A good heart is simply u goad
heart, [ vividly remember the last time [
suw Paul. It wos just a week or two be-
fore his murder that | mn into him at the
*Blessing of the Budges” at Ludington’s

Falien Michigan State Trooper Paul Butterfield,
Photo coprtesy of the affice of Rep. Ray Franz

Friduy Nighi Live. Jeanifer, my chief of
stafT, and [ suw him in his vehicle, As
we approachetl, he jumped out of his
car and greeted us us long lost friends, |
rememnber how his fuce glowed with his
lavge smile, and his handshake was firm
and sinvere. We chatied nbout his as-
slgnment to the Hurt Post und reininisced
nbout his years in Manistee, Our visit
ended tov soon as we prepared for the
Blessing of the Badges ceremony, That
Trouper Butlerfield was a part of that, «
greater power surely had a plan.

Despite the loss of Trooper Butter-
feld, he shall not go without leaving a
lasting legucy. First and foremost are
all the lives he touched in some way
by serving our communities. being it
answering a call for help, protecting our
sufety on the roads snd right up to his
smiling hello tor u good dny wish, The
second part of recopnizing Trooper But-
terfield's sacrifice is work 1've begun on
severnl frouts to ensure that his Josk will
save others, such as options to provide
mure und hetter protection shiclds for
low enforcetent officers and develop-
ing new legislation to help protect them
during routine truffic stops.

Lastly, I have introduced leglsla-
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tion to dedicate a section of the M-116
highway ~ trom the Lincoin River to
the Suuble River at the Ludington State
Park - in Trooper Butlertleld’s name,
so that we never forget. Trooper Paul
Butterficld was & mun who touched our
lives in so many ways; who touched our
comniunity and who made our world o
better pluce, Not with splashy things -
bul by going about his normal life tn an
extraordinary way. He and his service lo
our communities will be missed by fam-
ily. friends and residents.
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